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practicable for a large army. This fact, combined
with General McClellan's enforced withdrawal from
active duty for several weeks in the months of
December and January, owing to serious illness, post-
poned until the early spring of 1862 the considera-
tion of the line of advance to be adopted in Virginia.
Meanwhile operations on the Atlantic coast and
the Gulf of Mexico were devised by the general-in-
chief, partly to reduce the task of maintaining the
blockade, and partly to secure a footing in the South-
ern States; and expeditions to Hatteras Inlet, and to
Roanoke Island and Newberne in Northi Carolina,
to Port Royal and Beaufort in South Carolina, and
to New Orleans in Louisiana were planned and set
on foot. They were all brilliantly successful. The
forts at Hatteras Inlet were reduced and the garri-
son captured on the 28th of August by an expedi-
tion in which the naval forces were commanded by
Flag-Officer Stringham and the land forces by Major-
General Butler, after a brief and bloodless action.
On the 7th of November a considerable fleet tinder
Flag-Officer Dupont reduced Forts "Walker and
Beauregard in Port Royal Inlet, after a stubborn
resistance, and, shortly after, Hilton Head and Beau-
fort in South Carolina were occupied by a force of
some 12,000 men under Brigadier-General Thomas
W. Sherman. Early in February, 1862, an expedi-
tion under Flag-Officer Goldsborough and Major-
G-eneral Burnside entered Albemarle Sound in North.
Carolina, reduced the Confederate works on Roan-
oke Island, capturing many guns and prisoners, then
pushed on to Newberne, and, on March 14th, stormed